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tain hostile feelings towards him. Among these was the
Qaisar of Hum, who invaded Erfm with eighty thousand
men, and when he had reached Nassibin he made the
restoration of all the countries which Naushirvfm had taken
from him the condition of his departure. The Circassians
had passed bej^ond Darband, reached the heart of Azar-
baijan, and plundered Armenia. A'bbas Ahul [the mo-
noculous] and O'mar Azraq [the blue] had arrived from
Arabia on the banks of the Euphrates and devastated the
plains. The son of the Khaqan of China, who was the
maternal uncle of Hormux, passed, after the demise of his
father, with an army of three millions, but according to
another statement of four millions, across the Jaihun, made
Hirat and Badghuis his encamping grounds, and sent mes-
sengers to Hormuz commanding him to construct bridges
and to repair the highways, as he intended to march to
Rftm. All these rumours having been brought to the
notice of Hormuz at Madam, cowed him so far that he
repented of having killed so many of his subjects, and
invited the rest of the people to hold a consultation with
him. One of his courtiers, who was the most intelligent
man of those times, addressed him as follows: ' 0 king!
our true foe is the sovereign of Turkestan, because all his
thoughts are concentrated on the conquest of Eran. As
for the Qaisar, his object is to recover the countries of
which Naushirvan had deprived him ; but he is a Christian
and a religious man, so that if you abandon these provinces
to him, he will depart to his own country. The inhabi-
tants of Kharaz and the Circassians have invaded our
country for the sake of pillage, but if you send a message
to the people of Azarbaijftn to make common cause
with us against them, they will, for fear of losing the
plunder which they have gathered, quit the country with-
out coming to blows.1 Honrmz, being comforted by this
advice, acted up to it, and after he had got rid of all Ms
other antagonists, he consulted his best men on the
measures to be adopted against the KhiqUn. On that
occasion one of the members of the assembly stated that